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FOR NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE  
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AUGUST 4, 2010 

 
 
I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Facility

CITY OF CASHMERE 
:  

PUBLICLY-OWNED TREATMENT WORKS 
101 WOODRING STREET 
CASHMERE, WA  98815 

 
 

II. APPLICATION REVIEW 
 
The City of Cashmere (Cashmere) submitted an application to Ecology on November 19, 
2009 for permit reissuance, and Ecology accepted it on November 30, 2009.  Ecology has 
sufficiently reviewed the application, discharge monitoring reports, and other facility 
information in enough detail to ensure that: 
 

• Cashmere has substantially complied with all of the terms, conditions, 
requirements and schedules of compliance of the expired permit. 

• Ecology has up-to-date information on the Cashmere waste treatment 
practices, the facility’s production levels; and the nature, content, volume, 
and frequency of its discharge. 

• The discharge meets applicable effluent standards and limits, water quality 
standards, and other legally applicable requirements. 

 
III. PERMIT REAUTHORIZATION 

 
When Ecology reauthorizes a discharge permit it essentially reissues the permit with the 
existing limits, terms and conditions.  Alternatively, when Ecology renews a permit it re-
evaluates the impact of the discharge on the receiving water, which may lead to changes 
in the limits, terms and conditions of the permit. 
 
This fact sheet addendum accompanies the permit, which Ecology proposes to 
reauthorize for the discharge of wastewater to the Wenatchee River.  The previous fact 
sheet explains the basis for the discharge limitations and conditions of the reauthorized 
permit and remains as part of the administrative record. 
 
Ecology determined it does not need to substantially change the existing permit 
requirements, including discharge limits and monitoring, to protect the receiving water 
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quality with the exception or revising the compliance schedule as noted below. The 
existing permit includes a compliance schedule for Cashmere to meet the requirements of 
the (TMDL) implementation plan.  Since the issuance of the current permit, Ecology 
completed the Wenatchee River Watershed pH and Dissolved Oxygen Wenatchee River 
total maximum daily load (TMDL) study.  The reauthorized permit requires the Permittee 
to upgrade its plant to meet the requirements of the Wenatchee River TMDL. The 
Cashmere POTW currently meets the requirements of the Wenatchee River Temperature 
TMDL. The reauthorized permit is virtually identical to the previous permit issued on 
October 28, 2005, with the exception of the revised compliance schedule. 
 
Ecology has removed sulfite monitoring from the proposed permit because it now has 
sufficient data for analysis. The previous fact sheet addressed conditions and issues at the 
facility at the time when Ecology issued the previous permit in October 2005.   
 
Ecology reviewed inspections and assessed compliance of the Cashmere facility’s 
discharge with the terms and conditions in the previous permit and determined that it 
should not rank the facility as a high priority for permit renewal.  Ecology assigns a high 
priority for permit renewals in situations where water quality would benefit from a more 
stringent permit during the next five-year cycle. 
 
The permit reauthorization process, along with the renewal of high priority permits, 
allows Ecology to reissue permits in a timely manner and minimize the number of active 
permits that have passed their expiration dates.  For permit reissuance planning purposes, 
Ecology follows a system of ranking that considers the benefit gained by renewing a 
permit rather than reauthorizing a permit during its annual permit planning process.  
Ecology assesses each permit that is expiring and due for reissuance and compares it with 
other permits due for reissuance.  Ecology notifies the public and seeks input after it has 
tentatively established the initial draft ranking of the permits it plans to renew and those it 
plans to reauthorize.  Ecology considers all relevant comments and suggestions before it 
makes a final decision. 
 
As required by the existing permit, Cashmere submitted a General Sewer Plan and 
Wastewater Facility Plan prepared by RH2 Engineering, Inc. Ecology accepted the plan 
on November 25, 2009. The plan outlines alternatives for a proposed major upgrade of 
the facility. The upgrade is needed to address the present leaking lagoon system and 
achieve compliance with the Wenatchee River dissolved oxygen and pH total maximum 
daily load (TMDL) by 2019. The plan provides a timeline for submittal of an approvable 
engineering report and construction of the upgraded plant. The permit requires Cashmere 
to adhere to the timeline presented in the plan. 
 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0910075.html�
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0910075.html�
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/0503011.pdf�
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/0503011.pdf�


ADDENDUM TO THE FACT SHEET FOR  
NPDES PERMIT NO. WA-002318-3   
CITY OF CASHMERE POTW 
EXPIRATION DATE:  NOVEMBER 30, 2015 
Page 3 of 10 
 
 

Tree Top Inc., Cashmere’s largest industrial user, suspended operation at the Cashmere 
plant approximately three years ago and at this time it is uncertain if the plant will 
become active in the proposed permit cycle.  For this reason, Ecology carried over the 
discharge limits and conditions in effect at the time of expiration of the previous permit 
to this reauthorized permit. Ecology will require monitoring of the industrial discharge 
only in the event the plant becomes active once more. 
 
Ecology only changed the submittal dates for reports from those in the previous permit.  
Ecology removed the completed report requirements that do not require additional or 
continued assessment.  It adjusted the dates for the other standard compliance and 
submittal requirements that it carried over from the past permit into this reauthorized 
permit.  Ecology considered these reports necessary in the previous permit and no 
information has come forward to cause it to reconsider. 
 
Ecology must public notice the availability of the draft reauthorized permit at least 30 
days before it reissues the permit [Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-220-
050].  Ecology invites you to review and comment on its decision to reauthorize the 
permit (see Appendix A-Public Involvement

 

 for more detail on the Public Notice 
procedures). 

After the public comment period has closed, Ecology will prepare a response to 
comments document that it will attach to this fact sheet addendum.  The response to 
comments will include the resultant changes to the permit and either addresses each 
comment individually or summarizes the substantive comments and respond.  Ecology 
sends a copy of the response to comments to all parties who submitted comments.  
Ecology will include the response to comments in this fact sheet addendum. 
 
 

IV. RECOMMENDATION FOR PERMIT ISSUANCE 
 
Ecology proposes to reissue this permit for 5 years. 
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APPENDIX A--PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT INFORMATION 
 
Ecology proposes to reauthorize a permit to the City of Cashmere.  The permit includes 
wastewater discharge limits and other conditions.  This fact sheet addendum describes the 
facility and Ecology’s reasons for reauthorizing the permit conditions.   
 
Ecology will place a Public Notice of Draft Reauthorization on September 3, 2010 in the 
Wenatchee World to inform the public and to invite comment on the proposed draft National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit and fact sheet addendum. 
 
The Notice – 
 

• Tells where copies of the draft Permit and Fact Sheet are available for public evaluation 
(a local public library, the closest Regional or Field Office, posted on our website.). 

• Offers to provide the documents in an alternate format to accommodate special needs. 
• Urges people to submit their comments, in writing, before the end of the Comment Period 
• Tells how to request a public hearing of comments about the proposed NPDES Permit. 
• Explains the next step(s) in the permitting process. 

 
NOTICE:   ANNOUNCEMENT OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT 

REAUTHORIZATION PERMIT 
 
PERMIT NO.:  WA-002318-3 
 
APPLICANT:  CITY OF CASHMERE 
   101 WOODRING STREET  
   CASHMERE, WA  98815 
 
has applied for renewal of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit No. WA-
002318-3 in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 90.48 Revised Code of Washington (RCW), 
Chapter 173-220 Washington Administrative Code (WAC), and the Federal Clean Water Act. 
 
Following evaluation of the application and other available information, a draft reauthorization permit 
has been developed which would allow the discharge of municipal wastewater to a maximum of 
943,000 gallons per day to the Wenatchee River at River Mile 8.6 from its facility located at 
Riverfront Drive, Cashmere, WA.  All discharges to be in compliance with the Department of 
Ecology's Water Quality Standards for a permit to be issued. 
 
A tentative determination has been made to reauthorize this permit based on the effluent limitations and 
special permit conditions that will prevent and control pollution.  A final determination will not be 
made until all timely comments received in response to this notice have been evaluated. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT AND INFORMATION 
The draft permit and fact sheet may be viewed at the Department of Ecology (Department) website:  
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/permits/central_permits.html.  The application, fact sheet, 
proposed permit, and other related documents are also available at the Department’s Central Regional 
Office for inspection and copying between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., weekdays.  To obtain 
a copy or to arrange to view copies at the Central Regional Office, please call Cindy Huwe at 509/457-
7105, e-mail cynthia.huwe@ecy.wa.gov, or write to the address below. 
 
Interested persons are invited to submit written comments regarding the proposed permit.  All 
comments must be submitted by  October 3, 2010 (within 30 days of the final date of publication of this 
notice) to be considered for the final determination.  Comments should be sent to:  Department of 
Ecology, Central Regional Office, 15 West Yakima Avenue, Suite 200, Yakima, WA  98902, 
Attention:  Cindy Huwe.  E-mail comments should be sent to Cindy Huwe at 
cynthia.huwe@ecy.wa.gov. 
 
Any interested party may request a public hearing on the proposed permit within 30 days of the 
publication date of this notice.  The request for a hearing shall state the interest of the party and the 
reasons why a hearing is necessary.  The request should be sent to the above address.  The Department 
will hold a hearing if it determines that there is significant public interest.  If a hearing is to be held, 
public notice will be published at least 30 days in advance of the hearing date.  Any party responding to 
this notice with comments will be mailed a copy of a hearing public notice.  Please bring this public 
notice to the attention of persons who you know would be interested in this matter.  The Department 
is an equal opportunity agency.  If you have a special accommodation needs, please contact Cindy 
Huwe at 509/457-7105 or TTY (for the speech and hearing impaired) at 1-800-833-6388. 
 
Publication date of this Notice is September 3, 2010. 
 
Ecology has published a document entitled Frequently Asked Questions about Effective 
Public Commenting which is available on our website at 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0307023.html.  
 
You may obtain further information from Ecology by telephone 509-457-7105 or by writing to 
the permit writer at the address listed below. 
 

Water Quality Permit Coordinator 
Department of Ecology 
Central Regional Office  
15 West Yakima Avenue, Suite 200  
Yakima, WA 98902 

  
The primary author of this permit and fact sheet is Richard Marcley. 
 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0307023.html�
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APPENDIX B--DISCHARGE MONITORING DATA 

 



ADDENDUM TO THE FACT SHEET FOR  
NPDES PERMIT NO. WA-002318-3   
CITY OF CASHMERE POTW 
EXPIRATION DATE:  NOVEMBER 30, 2015 
Page 7 of 10 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



ADDENDUM TO THE FACT SHEET FOR  
NPDES PERMIT NO. WA-002318-3   
CITY OF CASHMERE POTW 
EXPIRATION DATE:  NOVEMBER 30, 2015 
Page 8 of 10 
 
 

 



ADDENDUM TO THE FACT SHEET FOR  
NPDES PERMIT NO. WA-002318-3   
CITY OF CASHMERE POTW 
EXPIRATION DATE:  NOVEMBER 30, 2015 
Page 9 of 10 
 
 

INFLUENT MONITORING DATA 
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APPENDIX C--RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

 
No comments were received by the Department of Ecology. 
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